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Dear Friends,

As Americans, we care deeply about homeland security.  At
times, however, the debate over how to best protect our nation
has obscured the real, effective, and bipartisan reforms enacted
by the 109th Congress.

PROTECTING OUR NATION’S PORTS

Last month Congress passed legislation that I offered with
Congresswoman Jane Harman [D-CA] to better protect our
nation's ports from the threat of terrorism.  The Security and
Accountability For Every (SAFE) Port Act was signed into law by
President Bush on October 13.  The SAFE Port Act authorizes
nearly $4 billion over the next six years for nationwide port
security grants based upon an assessment of the potential risk of
a terrorist attack.  It would also require the deployment of
nuclear and radiological detection systems at domestic seaports. 
Furthermore, the new law takes steps to improve two important
international screening programs, and would enhance port
security communication and information sharing at the federal,
state, and local levels.  Finally, the SAFE Port Act will help track
and protect shipments en route to the U.S. through
improvements in high-risk cargo targeting and tracking systems. 
This legislation received nearly unanimous bicameral support,
passing the House by a vote of 421 to 2 and the Senate by a
vote of 98 to 0. 

President Bush and Congressman Lungren at the SAFE Port Signing

PROTECTING OUR BORDERS

Over the last two years, Congress has worked to implement
effective border security, culminating in the FY 2007 Homeland
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Security Appropriations Conference Report.  Over $21 billion has
been allocated for border protection and immigration
enforcement, including the addition of 1,500 new Border Patrol
agents, for a total of 14,800 positions.  The measure also
allocates $1.2 billion for border fencing, vehicle barriers,
technology and infrastructure to provide the Department of
Homeland Security with the tools it needs to prevent terrorists
from crossing our borders.  The measure also includes language
identical to the Border Tunnel Prevention Act, which would make
it a crime to knowingly construct, finance or allow the
construction of tunnels beneath the U.S. border.  This legislation
had the unanimous support of the House, passing by a margin of
422 to 0. 

PROTECTING TRANSPORTATION SECURITY

Additionally, in light of the 9/11 Commission recommendations,
Congress enacted the REAL ID Act.  Several of the terrorists
involved in the 9/11 attack were able to obtain driver's licenses
by submitting fraudulent identification documents.  The Real ID
Act will establish strict security standards for the issuance of
driver's licenses in order to impede terrorist travel and render it
more difficult for illegal aliens to obtain driver's licenses.  The Act
will also ensure the completion of the fence along the three-mile
Otay Mesa gap on the border between the United States and
Mexico.

PROTECTING CHEMICAL FACILITIES

This Congress has also taken steps toward protection of our
nation’s high-risk chemical facilities.  I joined with Congressman
Bennie Thompson [D-MI] to adopt safeguards that would require
high-risk facilities that are vulnerable to incidents of chemical
terrorism to assess the nature and extent of potential dangers to
facility employees and the public.  These facilities would then be
required to submit a comprehensive security plan identifying
means by which to reduce the threat of potential chemical
terrorist incidents.  Chemical manufacturing facilities have been
a terrorist concern for many years and securing these high-risk
facilities is a major accomplishment. 

OTHER HOMELAND SECURITY MEASURES

Beyond these important measures, the 109th Congress
collaborated to produce other significant legislation aimed at
improving homeland security.  Last year, the House passed the
First Responders Act, a bipartisan bill that mandates specific,
flexible, and measurable guidelines for state and local
government anti-terrorism preparedness.  The Act requires that
grants be allocated on the basis of risk.  In all, over $3 billion
has been authorized for first responders.  This includes terrorism
prevention, general law enforcement, firefighter assistance,
airport security, seaport security, and public health
preparedness.  In order to better coordinate an emergency
response to crises such as Hurricane Katrina, Congress enacted a
comprehensive structural overhaul of FEMA. 

Although the 109th Congress has made much progress, America
continues to face serious threats to the safety of our people. 
Much remains to be done.  I am confident that if we continue to
work together, we will not fail in securing the American
homeland.
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